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Chapter 1 :  An Overview of Bangladesh Economy, Demography and Labour Market    
 
 

 
 

Bangladesh located in South Asia, ranked by the World Bank as a country of lower  
middle income economy. The country has 161 million population having 1.37% growth 
rate. Life expectancy is 71.6 years for female and 69.1 yrs for male.   
 
 

Per capita national income USD 1314.  On 
average 24% people are living under poverty 
line and 12.9 % people are identified as ultra 
poor or extreme poor. The World Bank 
estimates 1.7% reduction of poverty rate on 
average in a year.  

 
Total labor force in the country estimated as 
60.7 million, among them 42.5 million are male 
and 18.2 million are female  . 45.3% of labor 
force are engaged in agriculture sector and 49.9 
% are in non-agriculture sectors.  

 
 
By occupation, skilled agriculture workers accounted for the largest share of the total 
employed population at 36.8 %. About 18.0 % were employed in craft and related trades 
workers, followed by 16.5 % in service and sales workers, 13.6 % in elementary 
occupations, 5.8 % in plant and machine operators, and assemblers. 
 
Bangladesh exported RMG items worth $25.50 billion in 2014-15 fiscal year and the 
earning from garment export during first 11 months (July-May2016 ) of the current fiscal 
year is $25.08 billion. A total of 4.5 million workers are engaged in RMG sector, 54% of 
them are female and Bangladesh is 5th in world as country of source for migration.   

 
Remittance from Bangladesh migrant workers is also a dominating factor in Bangladesh 
economy. The country receives 15 billion dollar as remittance on average in a year, 
currently 8.5 million Bangladeshi migrant workers are in abroad. 
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Chapter 2 : Asbestos and its Impact on Human Health    
 
Asbestos a soft grayish material that does not burn, used especially in the past in 
buildings, clothing, etc as a protection against fire and as a form of insulin as a way of 
stopping heat from escaping.  In some scientific analysis, asbestos is defined in following 
way;  
, 
Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral that once was lauded for its versatility, 
recognized for its heat resistance, tensile strength and insulating properties, and used 
for everything from fire-proof vests to home and commercial construction. It was woven 
into fabric, and mixed with cement. Now asbestos is known as cause of mesothelioma 
cancer, which is banned in more than 50 countries and its use has been dramatically 
restricted in others. 1 
 
 Asbestos is extensively used for thermal insulation in factories like refrigeration, power 
plant, etc. The asbestos was commonly used in brake pads, automobile clutches, roofing 
materials, vinyl tile, cement pipe, corrugated sheeting, etc. These materials are still 
present in old buildings, ships and automobiles. Being unaware of the consequences 
there is a huge possibility that these are being recycled and still available in the second 
hand market and are being used by our people. Our people are at grave risk of inhaling 
asbestos fiber, which is a great concern for lung diseases. Unfortunately we are not 
attentive enough to control the spread of asbestos fiber in our air. 

Types of Asbestos : There are six types of asbestos minerals, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): chrysotile, amosite, crocidolite, tremolite, 
anthophyllite and actinolite.  Although all commercial forms of asbestos are 
carcinogenic, there are differences in their chemical compositions. 
 
 Approximately 90 % of the asbestos used commercially in the world is chrysotile. Its 
fibers are curly and longer than other asbestos types. Supporters of asbestos have 
argued that chrysotile isn't as toxic as other asbestos types, yet scientific studies confirm 
that it causes the same diseases and is extremely hazardous to human health.     
 
 the majority of asbestos-related illnesses each year can be traced to occupational 
exposure – an estimated 107,000 workers annually according to the World Health 
Organization – there are others at risk, too. Many exposures are second-hand 
exposures, families of workers who inadvertently bring the deadly fibers home with 
them, leaving those around them vulnerable, too. Homes and apartments built before 
1980 often are filled with asbestos, needing only normal wear and tear with age to 
dislodge the fibers and send them airborne. Asbestos can be found in floor tiles, roofs, 
furnaces, plumbing, appliances, fireplaces and window caulking, leaving most everyone 
vulnerable. 

                                                           
1
 www.asbestos+com 
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Asbestos is widely used as this is durable, flexible and naturally acted as an insulating 
and fireproofing agent. The construction and manufacturing industries fell in love with 
its potential and used asbestos-containing products whenever possible. 
 
Asbestos is most hazardous when it is friable. The term "friable" means that the 

asbestos is easily crumbled by hand, releasing fibers into the air. Sprayed on asbestos 

insulation is highly friable. Asbestos floor tile is not. Workers who are engaged with 

asbestos related works rapidly breathe in asbestos fiber with length greater or equal to 

5µ may slowly develop cicatrices like tissues in the lungs and in the membranes of 

lungs. This cicatrices-like tissue does not expand and directly contact with lung tissues. 

For this fact, breathing becomes difficult and hampers its ability to exchange gases. 

Blood flow may also decrease and this causes heart to enlarge. This disease is known as 

asbestosis.  

 
 Asbestosis: Workers who are engaged with asbestos related works rapidly breathe 

in asbestos fiber with length greater or equal to 5µ may slowly develop cicatrices 
like tissues in the lungs and in the membranes of lungs. This cicatrices-like tissue 
does not expand and directly contact with lung tissues. For this fact, breathing 
becomes difficult and hampers its ability to exchange gases. Blood flow may also 
decrease and this causes heart to enlarge. This disease is known as asbestosis. 
 
Asbestosis is a serious, chronic, non-cancerous respiratory disease. Inhaled asbestos 
fibers aggravate lung tissues, which causes them to scar. Symptoms of asbestosis 
include shortness of breath and a dry crackling sound in the lungs while inhaling. In 
its advanced stages, the disease may cause cardiac failure. 
 
There is no effective treatment for asbestosis; the disease is usually disabling or 
fatal. The risk of asbestosis is minimal for those who do not work with asbestos; the 
disease is rarely caused by neighborhood or family exposure. Those who renovate or 
demolish buildings that contain asbestos may be at significant risk, depending on the 
nature of the exposure and precautions taken. 
 

 Lung Cancer: It is also responsible for cancer. After tobacco it is the second natural 
source which is responsible for cancer. Lung cancer causes the largest number of 
deaths related to asbestos exposure. The incidence of lung cancer in people who are 
directly involved in the mining, milling, manufacturing and use of asbestos and its 
products is much higher than in the general population. The most common 
symptoms of lung cancer are coughing and a change in breathing. Other symptoms 
include shortness of breath, persistent chest pains, hoarseness, and anemia. 
People who have been exposed to asbestos and are also exposed to some other 
carcinogen -- such as cigarette smoke -- have a significantly greater risk of 
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developing lung cancer than people who have only been exposed to asbestos. One 
study found that asbestos workers who smoke are about 90 times more likely to 
develop lung cancer than people who neither smoke nor have been exposed to 
asbestos. 
 

 Mesothelioma: Mesothelioma is a rare form of cancer which most often occurs in 
the thin membrane lining of the lungs, chest, abdomen, and (rarely) heart. About 
200 cases are diagnosed each year in the United States. Virtually all cases of 
mesothelioma are linked with asbestos exposure. Approximately 2 percent of all 
miners and textile workers who work with asbestos, and 10 percent of all workers 
who were involved in the manufacture of asbestos-containing gas masks, contract 
mesothelioma. People who are working in asbestos mines, asbestos mills and 
factories, and shipyards that use asbestos, as well as people who manufacture and 
install asbestos insulation, have an increased risk of mesothelioma. So do people 
who live with asbestos workers, near asbestos mining areas, near asbestos product 
factories or near shipyards where use of asbestos has produced large quantities of 
airborne asbestos fibers. 

 Other Cancers: Evidence suggests that cancers in the esophagus, larynx, oral cavity, 
stomach, colon and kidney may be caused by ingesting asbestos. For more 
information on asbestos-related cancers, contact your local chapter of the American 
Cancer Society. 

               There is no case of official acknowledgment as asbestos victims.   Directorate of   
                Health could not provide  information on asbestos related diseases though the  
                Labour Act-2006 acknowledged asbestos related diseases as compensable. 
 

OSHE findings on asbestos among ship breaking workers in Chittagong  
 

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health 
and Environment Foundation 
conducted a diagnostic study on ship-
breaking workers for identifying the 
asbestosis in their body.  In first step, a 
total of 101 workers who have passed 
10 years in work in this shipyard came 
under diagnosis study and it was found 
that, 33% of them are suffering from 
asbestosis- a chronic lung cancer and  8 
of them are in a dangerous level.     

In another position National Institute of Preventive and Social Medicine (NIPSM) under 
the Ministry of Health mentioned that, several serious conditions are indirectly caused 
by Asbestos, such as Mesothelioma heart diseases and lung cancer.     

 

 Death due to asbestosis: There is no official information about the death due asbestos 
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Chapter 3 : Regulation and Legal Framework on Asbestos in Bangladesh 
 

 

 By regulation Asbestos are not “Legal” or authorized in Bangladesh.  Import 
Policy for 2009-2012 has no restriction on asbestos but in Import Policy 2016 
endorsed by the Ministry of Commerce did not categorically mentioned  in list of 
import items.  But the office of the Chief Controller of Import did not mention 
about any attempt for restricted its import or any other stay order, rather the 
office suggested to collect relevant information either from customs or 
Bangladesh Bank 

 

 There is no specific government circular prohibiting internal production of 
asbestos.  Bangladesh Customs Tariff  Code (BCTC) mentioned of asbestos as 
importable items,   BCTC classifiably mentioned asbestos cement, fabricated 
asbestos of fibers, mixtures with a basis of asbestos, compressed asbestos fibers 
jointing, in sheets or rolls, friction materials containing asbestos. 

 

 Bangladesh Labour Act -2006 of Bangladesh has declared 'Asbestosis' as a 
occupational disease. 

 

Govt. has imposed 35% import tax on it. Asbestos traders are commonly alleged  
for hiding the information.   

 

Legal Direction by High Court Division for stopping Asbestos consumption in ship 

breaking sector  

There is order from High Court Division that asbestos and toxic materials must be 
removed by experts before scraping.  The court further ordered to dump asbestos and 
other toxic materials in a certain disposal site where the danger warning "Do not enter. 
Toxic materials might cause cancer" in Bangla must be visible.  

        

The order also mentioned,“ Asbestos has to be cleaned in the country by the expert 
workers under the supervision of a marine engineer, and modern equipment has to be 
purchased from abroad to clean asbestos. If anyone violates the conditions, they will be 
punished on charge of committing contempt of court.   
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Chapter 4 : Status of Imported Asbestos in Bangladesh 
 
During 2012-2016, following amount of asbestos were imported to Bangladesh having 
prior approval from Controller of Import & Export Office under the Ministry of 
Commerce. 

 

SL Fiscal Year Description Quantity (Kg) 

01 2011-12 Asbestos Excl Crocidolite 4,199659.20 

02 2012-13 Same 2,424,757.45 

03 2013-14 Same 6,950,306.00 

04 2014-15 Same 18,000.00 

05 2015-16 Same 7930725.00 

 
Source: National Board of Revenue (NBR), Ministry of Finance  
 
 
Financial Investment in importing asbestos to Bangladesh2 
 

Fiscal Year Financial  Value in US$ 

2011-12  3,479,749 
 

2012-13  2,307,168 

2013-2014 5,604,175 
 

2014-2015 4,590,863 
 

2015-16  4,328,055 
 

2016-17 ( up to December) 2013763 

Source : Bangladesh Bank, January 2017 

 
Import of Asbestos containing materials  

This is estimated that, around 24 organizations are importing asbestos for commercial 

utilization of products. The imported asbestos are circulated through 5000 dealers across the country. 

List of asbestos contained materials in Bangladesh  

 Raw asbestos 

 Asbestos cement  

 Asbestos sheets 

                                                           
2
 Bangladesh Bank 
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 Cellulose fiber cement  

 Corrugated sheet 

 Asbestos Panel 

 Asbestos Tiles 

 Asbestos Tubes 

 Asbestos Pipes 

 Asbestos Pipe Fittings 

  Fabricated Asbestos Fibers 

 Clothing accessories 

 Footwear 

 Paper Mill Board 

 Friction materials 

 Brake Linings  

 Asbestos Gasket Sheet 

 Asbestos Rubber Sheets 

 Hot Rolled Round Steel Billets 

 Stainless Steel Coils 

 Stainless Steel Sheets 

 Steel Coils 

 Tinplate  

Source : Bangladesh Customs and Tariffs   

Products Containing Asbestos : Asbestos Gaskets, asbestos sheets, Cigarette Filters, Electrical 

Cloth & Electrical Panel Partition, Fire Proffing & Prevention Materials, Fume Hoods and 

Laboratory Hools, Plastics, Vinyl Products, Textile Cloths and Textile Garments. 

Export of Asbestos containing materials : Basically Bangladesh does not export asbestos 

directly. Insignificant amount of some finished products and asbestos for constructive purpose 

are exported. The materials includes articles of stone, plaster, cement, asbestos, similar 

materials, ceramic products, glass and glassware. 

List of Industries where exposure to asbestos is present : Construction Industry b) Car 

Manufacturing Industry c) Shoe Making Industry d) Ship Breaking Yard d) Steel Industry and e) 

Paper Production Industry  
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Chapter 5 : Consumption of Asbestos in Bangladesh  
 

Like other countries asbestos is using in different products in Bangladesh. From different 

sources this is learnt that, asbestos are being used in firefighting equipment, for insulation and 

some other items.  

Common Utilization of Asbestos  

Like other neighboring countries, Asbestos is commonly used in Bangladesh for following 

purpose  

 Building and Insulation Materials  

 Boiler  

 Cement Pipe 

 Clutch brake 

 Pipe covering  

 Roofing products 

 Home insulation   

 

A draft list of asbestos production is presented here; 

 

Asbestos Product Substitute Products 

Asbestos-Cement  Fiber-cement roofing using: synthetic 

Corrugated Roofing fibers (polyvinyl alcohol, polypropylene) and 
vegetable/cellulose fibers (softwood kraft pulp, 
bamboo, sisal, coir, rattan shavings and tobacco stalks, 
etc.); with optional silica fume, fly-ash, or rice husk ash 
Micro-concrete (Parry) tiles 
Galvanized metal sheets 
Clay tiles 
Vegetable fibers in asphalt 
Slate Coated metal tiles (Harvey-tile) 
Aluminum roof tiles (Dekra-tile) 
 

 Extruded uPVC roofing sheets 
Recycled polypropylene and high-density polyethylene 
and crushed stone (Worldroof) 
Plastic coated aluminum 
Plastic coated galvanized steel. 
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Asbestos-Cement Flat Sheet 
(ceilings, facades, partitions) 

Asbestos-Cement Pipe 

Cast iron and ductile iron pipe 
High-density polyethylene pipe 
Polyvinyl chloride pipe 
Steel-reinforced concrete pipe (large sizes) 
Glass-reinforced polyester pipe 
  
Low Pressure: 
Cellulose-cement pipe 
Cellulose/PVA fiber-cement pipe 
Clay pipe 
Glass-reinforced polyester pipe 
Steel-reinforced concrete pipe (large diameter drainage) 
  

Asbestos-Cement Water Storage 
Tanks 

Cellulose-cement 
Polyethylene 
Fiberglass 
Steel 
Galvanized iron 
PVA-cellulose fiber-cement 

 Asbestos-Cement Rainwater Gutters; Open Drains (Mining 
Industry) 
 

  

 List                           
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Chapter 6 : Initiatives towards Ban asbestos in Bangladesh   

In Bangladesh, there is lack of awareness on negative impact of asbestos on human health, 

particularly on the life and livelihood of workers who are handling the asbestos in workplace. 

Similarly human rights bodies, labour NGOs and the trade unions are not playing required role 

to take the issue in front, so that, the policy makers can come forward to take a decision on 

this.  

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health and Environment Foundation is the pioneer in the 

country for making sensitization on the issue engaging the media, research organizations and 

NGOs in a limited scale. The GoB institute NIPSOM ( National Institute of Preventive & Social 

Medicine) under the Ministry of Health could not make significant contribution on this, though 

NIPSOM has a separate department on Occupational Safety and Health.      

OSHE foundation has published IEC materials which  mentioned about Asbestos, it utilization 

and impact on the human health. These campaign materials contributed towards better 

understanding on asbestos in industrial zones, particularly in ship breaking yards in Chittagong, 

the largest ship breaking zone in the world. OSHE also initiated media campaign on asbestos. 

Formation of Bangladesh Ban Asbestos Network (2013) : 

 

 

http://www.shipbreakingplatform.org/shipbrea_wp2011/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/A-BAN-meeting-23-November-2013-photo-by-Ranobir-Mitro-Basunia.jpg
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During the annual Asia Ban Asbestos Network meeting (22-23 Novembres 2013, Dhaka, Bangladesh), 

Bangladeshi civil society organisations launched the Bangladesh Ban Asbestos Network (B-BAN) under 

the auspices of OSHE, the Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health and Environment Foundation, a 

member organisation of the NGO Shipbreaking Platform. Anti-asbestos organisations, victims groups, 

researchers, and medical experts from all over Asia rallied in Dhaka, Bangladesh to demand a complete 

ban on the mining and the use of asbestos, which is still causing asbestos-related diseases (known as 

ARD) amongst workers and communities in Asia. 

Although asbestos has been prohibited in many industrialised countries, including the EU, there has not 

been a global ban on the killing fiber. As a result, the asbestos industry has now turned its focus on the 

developing countries, where it tries to convince governments that asbestos is safe, using the same 

baseless arguments it already put forward in European countries in the 1960s to promote its dangerous 

products. 

To change this, Asian activists have been meeting for years inside the Asia Ban Asbestos Network (A-

BAN), which is the umbrella organisation that created the Bangladesh Ban Asbestos Network last week. 

The B-BAN secretariat will be located in OSHE’s office. OSHE was founded in 2003 and focuses on 

workplace-related development issues. 

During last week’s meeting, OSHE organised a panel discussion on the dangers of asbestos in the 

shipbreaking industry in Asia. India, Bangladesh and Pakistan are the three major shipbreaking 

destinations: 70% of all end-of-life vessels were broken there in 2012. The Chinese ship recycling 

industry also has serious issues with asbestos handling and disposal. The experts present at the meeting 

agreed that exposure to asbestos is a major threat for all industries involved in shipping, from 

shipbuilding, to ship repair, to shipbreaking. Participants from South Korea and Hong Kong, which are 

major shipbuilding and ship repair centres, said that they can now witness the devastating results of 

shipyard workers’ exposure to asbestos years ago. In both places, they can see a steadily raising number 

of victims of different ARD, such as asbestosis and mesothelioma. 

In the shipbreaking yards in South Asia, neither the management nor the workers are aware of the 

dangers of asbestos. A recent study by the NGO Shipbreaking Platform on shipbreaking in Pakistan has 

shown that asbestos is removed by workers without them being protected. Asbestos is then dumped in 

unmarked sites behind the yards. A recent research by OSHE in the shipbreaking yards in Bangladesh 

argues that nearly none of the supervisors in the yards is aware of the dangers of asbestos. Therefore, 

no protective measures are taken there either. 

Moreover, there is hardly any medical data available about ARD caused by shipbreaking, as the 

workforce in the yards mainly consists of undocumented migrant workers and the yard owners are not 

legally required to ensure regular health checks. Pilot studies both in India and Bangladesh have shown 

asbestosis cases in the shipbreaking yards. However, the circumstances – a migrant workforce, no 

documentation of occupational diseases and yards that are not easily accessible to civil society and 

researchers – make it very difficult to reveal the whole picture. 
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“Asbestos-related diseases are hidden. They are not as dramatic as major industrial accidents and 

seldom make headlines”, argued Patrizia Heidegger, Executive Director of the NGO Shipbreaking 

Platform. “Death by occupational diseases is slow, invisible and painful. We want the governments in 

Asia to understand how harmful it is to import asbestos into their countries and what huge human costs 

the ARD will cause in the near future.” 

Bangladeshi courts have ruled that all ships imported into the country need to be toxic free. Also, under 

European law it is forbidden to export asbestos from the EU Member States. 

Sensitizing Media on Asbestosis 

OSHE foundation is sensitizing electronic and print media for making public awareness on 

asbestosis and other negative impact of asbestos on human health and also for a coconscious 

to ban asbestos.  

As part of this initiatives, 

OSHE facilitated two series 

reports in TV channels and a 

good number of reports in 

print media. OSHE also 

briefed the media in a press 

conference in Dhaka on 

findings of health diagnostic 

study on ship-breaking 

workers.  The media disseminated the news with due importance.   

Bangladesh hosted South Asia Meeting of Ban Asbestos  

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health and Environment Foundation hosted South Asian Meeting of 

Ban Asbestos in Dhaka on April 23, 2016 strategic meeting brought together 20 advocates, activists, 

victims and trade unionists from Bangladesh, Pakistan, India and Nepal who are working towards a ban 

of asbestos. The global burden of disease estimate of asbestos related diseases in 2013 was 218,338 

compared to 107,000 in 2004i. The goal of the meeting was to  focus discussions on building strategies 

nationally with the sub-region and work on coordinated activities in South Asia in terms of diagnosis, 

compensation and advocacy working towards a ban in the region. 
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 Mr.Mahmood, a worker 

from the ship breaking yard 

in Chittagong aged 43 has 

worked in the yard for 17 

years stated that he was not 

aware of the deadly nature 

of this carcinogenic 

substance. He handled 

asbestos with his bare hands 

and then used his hands 

without washing it to ingest 

food. Even his sputum had 

asbestos fibred. The 

asbestos fibred was found all 

over the worksite. He now 

suffers from chest pain, breathing problem, malaise and physical weakness.  

Mr. Sugio Furuya, coordinator of the Asian Ban Asbestos Network (ABAN) stated that Nepal has banned 

asbestos in 2015 and Sri Lanka is working its way now towards a ban with a timeline in sight of 2018. In 

Bangladesh, the Bangladesh Ban Asbestos Network (B-BAN) since its inception in 2013 has been working 

on raising awareness, education, identifying affected workers and communities especially in Chittagong 

and B-BAN has the backing of the regional and global advocates for the complete ban of asbestos in 

Bangladesh. 

The Indian state of Rajasthan has set up a Pneumoconiosis Board comprising of Government doctors to 

diagnose cases of occupational lung diseases and the identified workers have been paid compensation 

out of a Government managed fund. This is the only example in the region where consistent pressure 

exerted by grassroots organizations and victims have led to the formation of a government 

infrastructure for diagnosis and compensation. The meeting consolidated these developments which 

can be replicated and built upon in countries in the South Asian region.   

In Bangladesh, the Bangladesh Ban Asbestos Network (B-BAN) since its inception in 2013 has been 

working on raising awareness, education, identifying affected workers and communities especially in 

Chittagong and B-BAN has the backing of the regional and global advocates for the complete ban of 

asbestos in Bangladesh. 

Mr. Repon Chowdhury, National coordinator of B-BAN stated that ‘now’ is the time for collective action 

and pressurizing Governments in the sub region to ban asbestos following the example of Nepal. The 

Bangladesh government should immediately come up with a national asbestos profile and a national 

plan of action to combat against asbestos related diseases delivering justice the asbestos victims and 

national time-bound plan to the complete ban of asbestos in the country. 
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Chapter 7 : Way to Forward -  National Action Plan ( 2017 – 2020)  

 

Target Agency /Institution  Proposed Activities Expected 
Results  

Remarks  

Ministry of Industry,   
Ministry of Health, Ministry 
of Labour, 
Ministry of Commerce 

Advocacy for ban asbestos  Policy 
direction to 
bas asbestos 

 

NIPSOM ( National Institute 
of Preventive and Social 
Medicine ) under the 
Ministry of Health  

Research and investigation, medical 
diagnosis  

Better 
scientific & 
medical 
knowledge on 
asbestos  

 

Ministry of Industry  Converting current medical center 
established by BSBA into a full 
pledged hospital for ship breaking 
workers   

A full pledged 
hospital with 
diagnosis 
facilities 

 

National Human Rights 
Commission  

Advocacy for compensation to 
asbestos victims who are carrying 
asbestosis  

NHRC can act 
as strong 
pressure 
group  

 

Bangladesh Employers 
Federation (BEF), 
Bangladesh Ship Breakers 
Association (BSBA), 
Bangladesh Association of 
Construction Industries  
(BACI) 

Stakeholders consultation on impact 
of asbestos on worker’s health  

Better 
understanding 
on asbestos  

 

Workers at various sector 
with special focus to 
Ship-breaking and 
construction workers 

Campaign and sensitization 
activities-study circle, discussion, 
leaflet distribution, documentary 
show on asbestos  

Better 
understanding 
on asbestos 

 

 Diagnosis Camp in Ship breaking 
areas and construction sites 

For finding 
asbestosis  

 

Print & Electronic Media Airing TV talk show, discussion, 
reporting on asbestos, publication of 
news, editorial and features on 
asbestos for mass awareness, 
promoting best practices in other 
countries. 

Enhance 
public 
awareness 

 

Trade Unions, Civil Society 
Organizations 

Consultation on ban asbestos and 
better integration of citizen’s voice 
against asbestos 

Collective 
voice against 
asbestos  

 

External Audience –regional 
and international forum 
working on ban asbestos 

Learning from other countries, 
exchange of information  

Global 
partnership  
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Annex-1 

                                                           

Press Reports  

THE DHAKA TRIBUNE, FEBRUARY 02, 2017 

THREAT OF ASBESTOS IN BANGLADESH 

Asbestos: The slow poison killing ship-breaking 

workers 

 

Workers use an acetylene torch to cut steel from a scrap ship at a ship-breaking yard in Chittagong's SitakundaRabin Chowdhury/Dhaka Tribune 

Workers' deaths at the ship-breaking yards of Chittagong are a common incident, as is 

environmental poisoning. But researchers have now detected one deadly illness that has been 

silently affecting the workers for decades. 

Many ships that come to the yards are filled with the mineral asbestos, used in the 1980s and 

’90s for insulation on high-heat areas such as boilers and steam pipes. It has since been banned 

across the world for safety concerns. 

 

In a recent study, Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health and Environment Foundation (OSHE) 

found that almost 33% of the ship-breaking workers are affected by asbestosis, an incurable 

disease caused by breathing the mineral in the form of dust or fumes. 

 

The health survey, led by asbestosis expert Dr Murali Dhar, among ship-breaking workers in 

Chittagong’s Sitakunda upazila, examined 101 workers in two phases and found 33 workers 

affected with the disease. 

Of them, eight had become 60% disabled from the disease. 

OSHE Vice-Chairperson Dr SM Morshed told the Dhaka Tribune that Bangladesh was the 31st 

top asbestos importing country according to a 2011 study. 

The findings came from a mid-term report of the survey, which will continue until July, 

examining a total of 500 workers. 

Apart from the ship-breakers, workers of steel factories, re-rolling mills, tin factories and cement 

factories, where materials from the yards are supplied, may also be facing asbestos hazards. 

http://www.dhakatribune.com/assets/uploads/2017/02/web.Ship_yard_Photo-7-1024x768.jpg
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The Daily Star, Dhaka ,  The Daily 12:00 AM, May 14, 2014 

Threat of asbestos in Bangladesh 
ASBESTOS is a name given to a group of naturally occurring minerals contained within rocks, largely 
produced in Russia and other countries. Those who are working in the factories and industries must be 
cautious about the presence of asbestos material and must protect themselves from inhaling asbestos. 
The use of this substance is banned in many countries. Having known that it is carcinogenic and also the 
cause of some other fatal lung diseases, we must take steps to protect our people working in areas with 
presence of Asbestos. 

Asbestos was extensively used for thermal insulation in factories like refrigeration, power plant, etc. The 
asbestos was commonly used in brake pads, automobile clutches, roofing materials, vinyl tile, cement 
pipe, corrugated sheeting, etc. These materials are still present in old buildings, ships and automobiles. 
Being unaware of the consequences there is a huge possibility that these are being recycled and still 
available in the second hand market and are being used by our people. Our people are at grave risk of 
inhaling asbestos fiber, which is a great concern for lung diseases. Unfortunately we are not attentive 
enough to control the spread of asbestos fiber in our air. 

Most old ships that are scrapped in Bangladesh contain asbestos material in abundance. Knowingly or 
unknowingly this asbestos goes to our lung through our nose. Unsafe handling of asbestos can be 
observed in the Ship breaking yards at Chittagong. Asbestos is also available in the factories and 
industries. We are afraid if the owners of the factories are aware of controlling the spread of asbestos-
fiber in the air. 
 

Control of Asbestos: We must be aware of the products which were made of asbestos in the past. 
Similar products in the market now should have asbestos-free certificate issued by internationally 
accredited laboratory. When International Society is doing so much to ban use of asbestos, are we doing 
anything to control it? When one will buy furniture or a material that are suspected of containing 
asbestos, he should have asked for a proof that these are free of asbestos. The seller should be able to 
produce a certificate from the manufacturer of the product that the item is free of asbestos. 
Compared to other countries in the world, health and safety of the people in Bangladesh could not be 
properly addressed by our government. This is probably due to our ignorance and poor economy. 
However, it may be controlled by banning use of asbestos in our country. Ministries of Health, Industry 
and Trade & Commerce should take collective measures to ban the use of asbestos. Our national media 
should take initiative to create awareness among the citizens. 

 


